150      WHAT BECOMES OF THE SOUL AFTER DEATH
They attain Krama-mukti or progressive eman-
cipation They enjoy all the Divine Aiswaryas of the
Lord and in the end of the cycle merge themselves
in Para Brahman along with Brahma, the Creator
Brahmaloka becomes Vaikuntha or appears as
Vaikuntha for a devotee of Lord Han It becomes
Kailasa or Shivaloka or appears as Shivaloka for a
devotee of Lord Shiva It is the Bhav that works
The Stay on Supra-physical Planes
Interval Between Death and Rebirth
People wish to know_the exact period that elap-
ses from the time of leaving the body "and being born
again. Does the soul .take a new body in one year?
Does it take ten years7 How long does one live upon
the subtler^ plane.g^before reappearmg on _the earth
planed These are some of the questions Now, there
is no definite period of time in this matter In mam
two ^factors decide thiSr-issue.viz, the nature of the
individual Karma and the last impression before
deatfct It may vary from hundreds of years to a few
months even Those thatjrork outcome of their
Karmas in other planes in subtler regions, take a con-
siderable^txcoe~before entering a fresh body The in-
terval is very long, for a year of the earth period
passes off as a single day on the celestial plane There
is -an instance cited, where, seeing the amazement and
admiration of foreign tourists at the imposing rums
of certain ancient monuments, a saint present in the
vicinity remarked, that some of these very people
have fashioned these monuments centuries ago Now
they look in amazement upon their own handwork